
RIGHT HERE!
 A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT YOUR RIGHTS &

RESPONSIBILITITES 
Your life. Your

voice. Your
choice.

In accordance with

OPWDD regulations (14

NYCRR §§624 and 633),

“No person shall be

deprived of any civil or

legal right solely

because of a diagnosis

of developmental

disability” 

Having a developmental

disability does not

diminish your rights.

You are entitled to the

same civil and legal

rights as everyone else.

This includes the right

to belong to groups.(14

NYCRR § 633.4 – Rights of

Persons Receiving

Services)

April 2026 

THE RIGHT TO BELONG
TO GROUPS!

Belonging to groups is a basic human right for everyone.
All people—whether they have a disability or not—have the
right to make friends, join groups, and be part of their
community.
In services through the Office for People With
Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD), this right is important.
You have the same right as anyone else to choose where
you belong.



Kn

ow
 Your Rights! What 

Can do:Staff
 YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 

Join clubs, teams, or
activities you enjoy
Be part of your
community (church, gym,
classes, events)
Spend time with people
who share your interests
Make friends and build
relationships

WHAT CAN STAFF DO TO HELP?
Staff play an important role in supporting
your right to belong. Staff should:
Listen to what you like and what matters to
you
Help you find groups that match your
interests
Support you in trying new activities
Respect your choices—even if you say no
Help with transportation or planning if
needed
Encourage friendships and community
connections
Treat you with respect and support your
independence
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