
 
 
 
  

Abilities 
  

Provider of the month 
And the winner is John Leclerc! 
  John has been working as a provider for 1 year 
now. John began working with individuals with 
disabilities in September of 2001. When he moved to 
the area in 2006, he took on the position of Assistant 
Residential Director for Schenectady ARC. John 
enjoys spending time with the individuals he works 
with and the flexible scheduling this position can 
offer. He is able to find ways to relate to each 
individual he works with and enjoys helping them 
learn and grow.   
  John is a proud father to 20-month-old, Sarah, and 
husband to his wife, Alison.  John grew up in Rhode 
Island, NY. He has lived in Boston and Quincy MA 
and now lives in Rotterdam. Since Alison grew up in 
the area, they decided to relocate here from Boston.  
John says his two favorite places to visit are Cape 
Cod and the Adirondacks.   
  In his spare time, John enjoys playing the guitar, 
listening to music, and “acting silly” with his 
daughter.  He also enjoys supporting his favorite 
sports teams: The Boston Red Sox, The New England 
Patriots and The Boston Celtics! 

Congratulations John!  
Keep up the good work! 
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Community Corner 
The following is a list of community activities for the 

month of February. 
 
Winterfest Candlelight Ski and Snowshoe: Ski or 
snowshoe the candle lit loop and relax by the fire with 
beverages and food!  
(Ice skating available weather permitting)    
When: Friday, February 1; 6-8:30pm  
Where: Saratoga Spa State Park Warming Hut; 
19 Roosevelt Drive, Saratoga Springs   
Cost: Free                                   
Contact: 584-2000 ext.119 
 
Rock n’ Skate at the Plaza:    
When: Wednesday, February 13; 6-8pm 
Where: Outside Plaza, Albany  
Cost: Free     
 
 

 

 
Read it and Rap it for Black History Month: Read a 
story related to Black History and then turn it into a 
rap song that will be recorded!    
When: Wednesday, February 27; 4pm 
Where: Howe Branch, Albany Public Libraries;  
Schuyler & Broad Streets, Albany   
Cost: Free                                   
Contact: 472-9485 
 
Wii Sports: Get up! Get active! Have fun with the 
latest sensation in video games!     
When: Monday, February 18; 3-5pm  
Where: Delaware Branch, Albany Public Libraries;  
485 Delaware Avenue 
Cost: Free                                   
Contact: 463-0254 
 

Guitar Hero: Play an interactive music game!    
When: Mondays, February 11and 25; 4pm 
Where: Howe Branch, Albany Public Libraries;  
Schuyler & Broad Streets, Albany   
Cost: Free                                   
Contact: 472-9485 
 

Dance, Dance Revolution: Join the dance sensation 
that’s sweeping the nation!     
When: Monday, February 4; 4pm  
Where: Howe Branch, Albany Public Libraries;  
Schuyler & Broad Streets, Albany   
Cost: Free                                   
Contact: 472-9485 
 

Valentine’s Day Craft: Create your own Valentine 
cards for free! Albany Public Libraries (ages 6 and up)  
Main Library: 161 Washington Avenue; 427-4300 
  Sunday: 1-4:45pm; Monday - Thursday: 9am-8:45pm 
        * Call for specific dates and confirmation* 
Pine Hills Branch: 517 Western Avenue; 482-7911  
  Thursday (2/14) at 3:30pm  
Delaware Branch: 485 Delaware Avenue; 463-0254  
  Thursday (2/14) 10am – 6pm  
North Albany Branch: 616 North Pearl St; 463-1581 
  Wednesday (2/13) 12-8pm  
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Did You Know? 
  Every February, across the country candy, flowers, and 
gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name of 
St. Valentine. But who is this mysterious saint and why do 
we celebrate this holiday? The history of Valentine's Day -- 
and its patron saint -- is shrouded in mystery. St. Valentine's 
Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of both 
Christian and ancient Roman tradition. Valentine was a holy 
priest in Rome who, with St. Marius and his family, assisted 
the martyrs in the persecution under Claudius II. In 496 AD, 
Pope Gelasius marked February 14th as a celebration in 
honor of his martyrdom. However, the origin of St. 
Valentine, and how many St. Valentines there were, 
remains a mystery (www.catholic.org).  
  According to the Greeting Card Association, an estimated 
one billion valentine cards are sent each year, making 
Valentine's Day the second largest card-sending holiday of 
the year. (An estimated 2.6 billion cards are sent for 
Christmas.) 
  Approximately 85 percent of all valentines are purchased 
by women. In addition to the United States, Valentine's Day 
is celebrated in Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom, 
France, and Australia. 
  Valentine greetings were popular as far back as the Middle 
Ages (written valentines didn't begin to appear until after 
1400), and the oldest known valentine card is on display at 
the British Museum. The first commercial Valentine's Day 
greeting cards produced in the U.S. were created in the 
1840s by Esther A. Howland. Howland, known as the 
Mother of the Valentine, made elaborate creations with real 
lace, ribbons and colorful pictures known as "scrap". 

 

 
 
This Month’s Brain teasers  
         
       
       
       
       
       
        
       
    

 

1. Who is the Roman goddess of      
love? 

2. Which unit express’ the purity of 
gold?  

3. Eating them helps you see in the 
dark.  What are they? 

 
Last Months Brain Teasers: 

1. What is the world’s biggest ocean?  
The Pacific Ocean  

2. Which bear has a white coat?  
The Polar Bear 

3. Which breed of dog was known as a 
coach dog? The Dalmatian 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
Don’t forget to look on the following websites for 

additional events that may interest you: 

http://www.albany2go.com                                     
Calendar produced by the Times Union. 

http://www.wten.com                                              
Click on the calendar link for local events! 

http://www.albany.com                                      
Business, resources and events. 

http://www.proctors.org                                          
Listing of Proctors shows and movies.                        

http://www.capitalnews9.com                                  
Click on the calendar link for local events! 

 

 


